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Calling all past and present Military to 
Walk in the  Memorial Day Parade

*REMEMBER AND HONOR*

On Monday, May 25, 2026

The parade will be held in the Northford section of town. The parade line 
will proceed north on Route 17/Middletown Avenue to the monument at 
the Northford Village Green. All are invited to the Company 2 Fire House 
immediately following the parade for refreshments.
  ** There will be vehicles for you to ride in** Kindly inform 
us by Wednesday,
 May 20, 2026, if you need transportation in the parade.

Please contact Gina Cox in the Town Manager’s Offi  ce at 
gcox@northbranfordct.gov or 203-484-6000 or Kathy Poston at 
Parks, Recreation and Senior Center, kposton@northbranfordct.
gov 203-484-6017.  RSVP no later than Wednesday, May 20, 
2026.

NORTH BRANFORD
MEMORIAL DAY PARADE - 2026

The Memorial Day Parade will be held on Monday, May 25, 2026 at 10:00 
a.m. in the Northford section of town. The Veterans Service Commission and 
the Town of North Branford extend an invitation to everyone who wishes 
to march on that day. The groups will line-up at St. Monica’s Church on 
Middletown Avenue, Northford at 9:00 a.m. The parade line will start at 
9:30 a.m. and step off  down Route 17 at 10:00 a.m. sharp.  

The parade line will proceed north on Route 17/Middletown Avenue to the 
monument at the Northford Village Green. All are invited to the Company 
2 Fire House immediately following the parade for refreshments.

Memorial Day is dedicated to honoring and remembering the men & 
women who have served our country and have since passed way. Anyone 
who has a family member or acquaintance who is deceased veteran is in-
vited to carry a picture of this person in our Memorial Day parade to honor 
their memory

Interested groups contact Gina Cox in the Town Manager’s Offi  ce, gcox@
northbranfordct.gov or 203-484-6000, ext 301 or Kathy Poston at Parks, 
Recreation and Senior Center, kposton@northbranfordct.gov or 203-484-
6017. This is necessary to be included in the parade lineup.  RSVP no later 
than Wednesday, May 20, 2026.  We look forward to another successful 
parade.

North Branford Rotary Announces 2026
 “Service Above Self” Award Honorees

North Branford, CT — May 5, 2026 — The North Branford Rotary Club proudly 
announces the recipients of the 2026 Service Above Self Award: Phil & Rita Ney, 
Shaun Heff ernan, and Robert Deko Jr. These exceptional individuals have been 
selected in recognition of their extraordinary dedication, leadership, and lasting 
impact on the North Branford community. They will be honored at a ceremony 
on Thursday, June 18, 2026.

This annual award celebrates individuals who exemplify Rotary’s guiding prin-
ciple of “Service Above Self” through their outstanding commitment to community 
service, leadership, and humanitarian eff orts. Each of this year’s recipients has 
demonstrated a deep and lasting impact on the North Branford community through 
volunteerism, civic engagement, and a dedication to improving the lives of others.

Phil & Rita Ney are being recognized for 
their transformative work in re-establishing 
the North Branford Community Food Bank. 
Identifying a growing need among local 
families, they turned compassion into ac-
tion—investing countless hours and personal 
and community resources to bring the food 
bank to life. From securing and rebuilding 
a previously condemned space after long 
workdays, to organizing food drives, coor-
dinating volunteers, and distributing food, 
they have been involved in every aspect of its 
success. What began as an idea has become 
a vital lifeline for many in the community. 

Beyond providing food, their eff orts have restored dignity, inspired generosity, 
and strengthened community unity.

Shaun Heff ernan is honored for a lifetime 
of public service and community leadership. 
A resident of North Branford for over 20 
years, Shaun began his career as a volunteer 
fi refi ghter and dispatcher, later becoming a 
paramedic and advancing to Assistant Chief 
and Fire Marshal for the Branford Fire De-
partment. He has also served as an instructor, 
mentoring future medical professionals and 
teaching Advanced Cardiac Life Support to 
healthcare providers. Outside of his profes-
sional roles, Shaun is deeply committed to 
community service—mentoring local youth 
through scouting programs and volunteer-

ing extensively with Camp Rising Sun, supporting children aff ected by cancer. 
His compassion and dedication have created lasting, meaningful experiences for 
countless families.

Robert Deko Jr. is recognized for more than 
two decades of distinguished service with the 
North Branford Police Department, as well 
as his extraordinary contributions beyond the 
badge. Known throughout the community for 
his compassion and leadership, Robert is the 
founder and director of Our Community He-
roes Inc., a nonprofi t dedicated to supporting 
individuals and families in need. Through this 
organization and his personal eff orts, he has 
raised signifi cant funds, organized outreach 
initiatives, and provided direct assistance to 
those facing hardship. A participant in the 
World Trade Center rescue mission, a mentor to 

youth, and a volunteer with numerous charitable causes, Robert’s impact reaches 
far beyond his offi  cial duties. His work has strengthened trust, fostered connection, 
and exemplifi ed the true meaning of service.

“The Service Above Self Award recognizes individuals whose actions defi ne the 
very best of our community,” said a representative of the North Branford Rotary 
Club. “This year’s honorees have each demonstrated an unwavering commitment 
to helping others, improving lives, and building a stronger, more compassionate 
North Branford.”

The Service Above Self Awards dinner will take place on Thursday June 18, 
2026 at The Woodwinds in Branford.  Tickets can be purchased by following this 
link or scanning the QR Code.  Adult (age 11 &up) $50 Children 
(age 3-10) $25.00. 

Have a question or need more information about the event; email 
northbranfordrotary@gmail.com or contact Melinda Fonda at 203-
988-0883. 
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1717 Foxon Rd. (Rte 80) -
North Branford

 (in The Keybank Plaza)
203-488-6959

Hair Care
for Men & Women!

Hours of Operation

Tuesday 1-5 PM
Wednesday - Friday 9AM - 5PM

Saturday 9AM - 3PM

   Vincent J. Mase, Sr.
    ATTORNEY AT LAW

	 999 Foxon Road
	   Unit 10
	 North Branford, Ct 
	 Tel:   203-484-4403
	 Fax   20.3-484-4404
		  E-MAIL:
    Mase_attorney@sbcglobal.net

The Law Office of
Vincent J. Mase Sr. LLC
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR 
AT LAW

$5.00 Off
$45. Service

One per Family
Expires 6-30-26
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This publication is published bi-weekly by
Doss Enterprises LLC

PO Box 313 Northford, CT. 06472
Tel; 203-410-4254  

email: totokettimes@comcast.net
PUBLISHER - FRANK  MENTONE JR.

founders - Bert Bunnell Jr. & Antthony Esposito Jr.
The publisher assumes no responsibility for typographical errors.  In the event 
of an error, the publisher will issue a credit adjustment on only the incorrect 

portion of the advertisement, as well as a retraction in the next issue.

I’ve got to tell you brother, I’m fed up. First, let’s start with this pandemic 
thing. Yes, I am petrified. If I get it I’m am at a very high risk for death and 
although I kid, I’m not ready yet. The media is running recklessly wild with 
this, creating a larger panic than mihht be necessarry.  Many avenues go out 
of their way to make this a political issue and quite frankly I’m sick of it.

Whatever happenned to responsible journalism? Being responsible doesn’t 
mean you only print the stuff that makes your point of view stronger. Once 
I realized I couldn’t be a professional athlete, I always wanted to  go into 
journalism. I proudly boast that I am in the first journalism graduating class 
at Southern Connecticut State College, before it ever became a university. 
But we were taught nothing but the truth. A news story is just what it says, 
“news”. 

The different slants are despicable. But even with all this varying news, 
don’t tell me this is a political hoax. More than half a million people have 
died. So respect me when I wear my mask and stay at least six feet away. And 
forgive me if I don’t respect you for making light of the issue. I’ve already 
lost two cousins to this killer and I don’t want to add to that number. 

As we continue with the disservices the media is presenting, they should 
be responsible and go easy on the fuel to the fire they add in covering black 
lives matter. I was brought up in a predominantly black neighborhood with 
a sparse sprinkle of Italians. My parents taught me that all lives matter. My 
grand parents suffered when they cam e to the United States. A fisherman 
and a abutchte my two grandfathers weeee laborers who sufferred discrimi-
nation. Their lives were tough because of that. My life was not tough because 
of that. I remain a person who tries to meantain my heritage and my history, 
but theybsuffered not me.

That’s why it this racist stuff is making me sick to my stomach. We’re eras-
ing history to fix a problem we are having today and that does, not fix the 
problem. Pls.ying the “ black National anthem” (whatever the hell that is) 
bore a football game is satisfying all the wrong people. We are the United 
States of America. We have one anthem for everyone. Tearing down or taking 
down statues who represent men who were morally wrong does not erase 
what they did. Let’s get better at history and teach why they did it and why 
it was wrong and why they didn’t know it was wrong.

Finally I always thought aubnt Jeremiah was tremendous. Never looked 
at her products as a racist thing but as a quality thing.

 
 
Sent from my iPad 

State Representative Vincent Candelora
Totoket Times May 15, 2026EDITORIAL EDITORIAL

Letters to the editor...
This paper encourages all readers to voice their opinions and comments. 

The Totoket Times is not responsible for erroneous information  
or statements in letters to the editor.  Letters should be as brief as possible.

 All letters must be signed.  A telephone number should 
be included and no personal attacks.

This paper reserves the right to edit  all letters.
All letters should be addressed to :

The Editor
P.O. Box 313, Northford, CT 06472

Tues, 8:30 - 5:00 Wed 8:30 - 5:00
Thur 8:30 - 5:00 Fri, 8:30 - 5:00

Saturday 8:30 - 2:00
- WALK - INS ONLY -

HAIR CUTSMEN $16.00SENIORS &
KIDS UNDER 10$14.00
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Honor Them With a Flag
The Northford-North Branford Women’s Club, GFWC is sponsoring Honor 

Them With a Flag, a salute to our country’s military personnel, veterans and first 
responders. Please help us celebrate our veterans and our country’s 250th anniver-
sary! The public is invited to participate by purchasing a U.S. flag dedicated to 
a member of our military, first responder or anyone else close to your heart. The 
flags will go on display on the front lawn at the North Branford Town Hall before 
Flag Day, from Wednesday, June 10th to July 4th. Each flag, 12” x 18”, will have 
a white ribbon attached to it inscribed with the name and rank of the soldier, first 
responder or loved one. Flags will be available for collection for one week after 
July 4th from the lawn of the North Branford Town Hall. Proceeds will benefit 
local veterans’ projects. To order, fill out a form and mail a check made out to 
the Northford-North Branford Women’s Club, GFWC for $10 per flag to: The 
Northford-North Branford Women’s Club, P.O. Box 264, Northford, CT 06472. 
Information is also available online at: www.northfordnbwomensclubgfwc.org. 
There is no limit on purchases, but all forms must be received by June 6th. For 
more information, contact Mary Ellen Collett at 203-484-9079. 

A ceremony has been scheduled for Wednesday, June 10th at 7:00pm on the 
North Branford town hall lawn. Please come and join us for this moving program.

Please fill out the following information and make a check out to 
Northford-North Branford Women’s Club GFWC

Northford-North Branford Women’s Club 
PO Box 264, Northford CT. 06472
Deadline: Saturday, June 6, 2026

Name & Rank________________________________________
(As you would like to appear on the flag’s ribbon -please print)
Service Branch________________________________________
Dates of Service________________________________________
Name of Purchaser_____________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
Phone #___________________E-mail______________________
Number of Flags___x$10. per flag = Total donation___________
Photo copies or similar copies of this form are acceptable

In the early-to-mid 2010s, as Gov. Dan-
nel Malloy struggled to close chronic bud-
get deficits, one phrase came up constantly 
in conversations about Connecticut’s state 
budget: “Kicking the can down the road.”

 More than seven years into Ned Lamont’s 
tenure as governor, I can’t blame anyone 
suddenly gripped by déjà vu.

I know I am.
 The General Assembly recently passed a budget adjustment bill on May 

2nd that does exactly that, leaving the next legislature, seated this coming 
January, to grapple with growing financial storm clouds. That storm is 
taking shape in the form of a projected deficit of nearly $1 billion over the 
biennium beginning July 1, 2027. That’s a major problem, to put it mildly.

 There are some positives in this bill, which earned bipartisan support. 
But I couldn’t hit the “yes” button and look past its serious flaws.

 The main reason many colleagues voted for it, many reluctantly, is that 
it delivers more state dollars to towns. North Branford, for example, will 
receive $293,254 in a supplemental educational grant, plus another $49,136 
through the state’s Pequot Fund. Municipalities can spend that money or 
use it to ease the property tax burden, a real and growing concern for com-
munities across Connecticut.

 The problem is that the roughly $260 million divided among towns simply 
isn’t enough, and the distribution is skewed. As usual, the big cities made 
out well. Hartford alone received more than $20 million of the $160 million 
in supplemental education money, and more than $13 million of the $100 
million in additional Pequot funding. Everyone’s allotment of education 
money was decided using the broken Education Cost Sharing (ECS) for-
mula that towns wanted fixed (and didn’t get). On top of all that, there’s a 
$20 million fund set aside for cities that can’t balance their own budgets.

 I’m glad municipalities got something. But I can’t blame any local leader 
wondering why the state didn’t do more.

 I also can’t blame residents frustrated by the budget as they struggle 
with Connecticut’s high cost of living, especially given that a bill titled 
“An Act Concerning Affordability” delivers no direct tax relief. Eliminat-
ing the state tax on Social Security benefits, a proposal backed by both 
Republicans and Democrats, didn’t make the cut. High electric bills went 
largely unaddressed. The budget even delays the release of a report on the 
notorious public benefits portion of our utility bills until after Election Day.

 My House Republican caucus put forward an alternative. “Our Pathway 
to Affordability” proposal would have brought North Branford $1,089,500 
in additional funding while also delivering direct tax relief to residents. I 
understand that budgets are the product of negotiation, and I don’t expect 
to get everything I want. But when a bill is named “An Act Concerning 
Affordability” and Connecticut residents walk away without a dollar of 
direct tax relief, that’s hard to accept.

 And then there’s the shaky architecture of the budget itself. It relies on 
roughly $800 million in volatile revenue, a detail missing from most news 
coverage, including approximately $400 million that can only be accessed 
by declaring a fiscal emergency. There are no structural fixes to runaway 
Medicaid costs or the state’s failure to fully fund employee healthcare. 
And the number one structural change cities and towns wanted, a reformed 
ECS formula, never happened. Instead, the governor punted that to a Blue 
Ribbon commission to study. So, while Gov. Lamont touts the additional 
education money in this budget as permanent, promises made today could 
look very different once a new legislature is seated and the next biennium 
budget is negotiated. That’s not a foundation. That’s a gamble.

 So here we are. The can has been kicked again, this time right past an 
election and into the lap of the next General Assembly. The clouds are 
gathering. Someone else will have to deal with the storm.
 Rep. Vincent Candelora 
House Republican Leader 
86th Assembly District
North Branford, Durham, East Haven, Guilford
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SAVE THE DATE!
Northford-North Branford Women’s Club

Charity Golf Tournament
Saturday June 6, 2026

11:00 am

TWIN LAKES GOLF COURSE

Class of 2026
Let’s Celebrate our Seniors & 8th Graders with Balloons! 

NBHS Project Graduation & NBIS PTO are sponsoring 
Balloons for NBHS Seniors and NBIS 8th Grade Graduates 

Purple for Seniors  ~  White for 8th graders 
Purchase congratulatory mylar balloons for your special Graduate! 

Order Deadline is May 31st:(First come first serve. No late orders accepted)
NOTE: Balloon pick will be June 8th at the NBHS Auditorium from 3-6:30PM. 

Balloons will NOT be delivered.  
Please print clearly: Please use additional forms for multiple balloon orders.
Sender’s Name:_________________________________________
Sender’s Email: _____________________@___________Cell Phone: (____)_______________
NOTE: Please include the students’ information in the “To” area & your message:

Total # of balloons____ x $6.00 ea. $________                                                

To (Student Name):

Grade (check one): Senior     8th Grade

Parent/Guardian Cell Number for pick-up: 
Phone: (_____)_______________

# of balloons______

Your Message To the Graduate: 

From:

To (Student Name):

Grade (check one) Senior     8th Grade

Parent/Guardian Cell Number for pick-up: 
Phone: (_____)_______________

# of balloons _______

Your Message To the Graduate: 

From:

Checks payable to: NBHS Project Graduation 2026 or use QR Code/link: QR LINK           
Please put student’s full name/# balloons on check                 
Check one: Check #__________      or paying by QR Code _____  
Mail Forms/Check to: Jenn Piercey, 49 Basswood Drive, North Branford CT 06471
Attn: Balloons 
Questions? Please contact Jenn Piercey at (203) 623-4645 or Gina DePino at (203) 
668-3721

North Branford High School Class of 76 reunion
North Branford Class of 1976 will be getting together for a weekend 

of reminiscing on Agust 14-16.
The event will kickoff  with a get together ar Doody’s from 6:00 till 

closing. Food and drinks can be purchased on your own.
On Saturday, August 15, we will be gathering together at Rosabianca 

Vineyards located on Middletown Avenue.They have reserved to Forge 
room and there is limited seating so reserve now. Tickets for the event 
are $75.00 per peson for a light buff et and cash bar.

Sunday, August 16 will be tiime to say goodbye. Meet up at the North-
ford Park where we have reserved the pavilion. from 10AM to 1PM rain 
or shine. Check us out on Facebook https://FACEBOOK.COM/GROUPS/
NORTHBRANFORD. H.S. CLASSS OF 76 OR E-MAIL BOBSWICK 
@SNET,NET FOR FURTHER INFORMATION.

Grade 8 High Honors  
Altland, Noelle  
Ames, Eden Maci  
Aneiro, Hayden   
Bayreuther, Harrison  
Bernardo, Talia Rose  
Bonaldo, Brooke Marie  
Brown, Aubrey  
Connelly, Emma Rose  
Coplin, Rya Nicole  
Furtak, Lilliana  
Gularte, Madison Sofi a  
Hollenbeck, Heidi Bell  
Kleckner, Zoey Nicole  
Leete, Norah Shea  
Martinelli, Nathaniel  
Martinez, Emma Rose  
Morrell, Reagan Sophie  
Murphy, Madeline  
Paul, Emma Elizabeth  
Pelczar, Anna  
Richardson, Breanna  
Saccu, Mason Joseph  
Saja, Austin Martin  
Tobias, Julia Isabelle  
Velasco, Samantha  
Venturini, Nino  
Wheaton, Mara  
Grade 7 High Honors
Anderson, Rocco Sean  
Bernier, Ava  

Bevilacqua,   
Biron, Gabriella Lucia  
Brindisi, Livia Joy  
Bronit, Mila Cataleya  
Brown, Adriana Marie  
Buontempo, Mila Elle  
Byrd, Jeremiah Robert  
Cahill, Cooper Flynn  
Camp, Geneviese Rose  
Cousino, Giulianna  
Dadashzadeh, Anita  
DeMartino, Logan  
Estrada, Valentina  
Falcigno, Luciana  
Farotti, Jackson Parker  
Forsyth, McKayla  
Garcia, Rose Anna  
Girardi, Taylor Sutton  
Gularte, Emma Victoria  
Horn, Aubrey Claire  
Jimenez, Skylah Idalis  
Longley, Preslie James  
Mazzucco, Jason  
Peterson, Tristan  
Piekarski, Hayden  
Rapuano, Topanga  
Reding, Jacqueline  
Romano, Ella Marie  
Sermabekian, Victoria  
Skinner, LilyAnn Grace  
Smith, Mason Allan  

Sorrentino, Nicholas  
Weld, Emmy Bree  
Wenzel, Isabella Sloane  
Wilson, Payton Sophia  
Wood, Fiona Elizabeth  
Grade 6 High Honors  
Allen, Reagan Mae  
Broderick, Adeline Eve  
Camejo, Calia Kathryn  
Conte, Paul Jeff ery  
Conway, Avery Belle  
DiLungo, Ariana Alexis  
Dowson, Callie Emma  
Fernandez, Lilliana  
Forsyth, Hailey Jean  
Furtak, Caden Perry  
Gambardella, Grace   
Giovanni, Penelope  
Hall, Catherine Rose  
Hewitt, Ada May  
Lovelace, Eden Rae  
Manner, Addison Mia  
Maybury, Addie Lynn  
Mignosa, Paige  
Miller, Aubrey Rose  
Miller, Hailey Madison  
Moroniti, Vincenzo  
Morrell, Natalie Grace  
O’Grady, Dylan Michael  
Ozoria, Chloe Grace  
Page, Hailey May  

Palladino, Ava Grace  
Paradis, Carmen  
Redman, Kathleen Mae  
Reyes, Alexander  
Ripani, Ella Rose  
Rivera, Estrella Jolene  
Rodriguez, Noah  
Rolston, Rylan  
Salvati, Luciano  
Salz, Violet Anne  
Scali, Daniel Joseph  
Schreiner, Noah Finn  
Sorrell, Benjamin  
Stewart, Mackenzie  
Toman, Connor  
Urbina, Maximiliano  
Vongher, Cole Sosuke  
Wright, Penelope Iris  
Grade 8 Honors  
Allen, Cameron Sean  
Biehler, Thomas  
Brown, Randall Philip  
Budd, Lillian Mary  
Calvo, Allison Rose  
Casteel, Jerimiah  
Ciancola, Tyle 
Claude, Mason Noah  
Cook, Owen Paul  
Cretella, Sofi a  
Doughty, Eli Joseph  
Elliston, Aden John  
Esposito, Lily Amelia  
Frani, Gabriella  
Gauvin, Presley Jude  
Guarderas Soto, Danna 
Hurley, Aishlyn  
Lucibello, Amalia  
Maybury, Myla Blake  
Mickiewicz, Emma  
Muratti, Luciana  

Pizarro, Liangeliz  
Ritter, Joseph Russell  
Salvati, Isabella Anne  
Savo, Andrew  
Sciuto, Abbey Lynn  
Toti, Giuliana Lidia  
Wyatt, Coltyn Jason  
Grade 7 Honors  
Arabolos, Isabella  
Barraco, Lillian Grace  
Bayusik, Hailey Grace  
Beauchemin, Jackson 
Bradley, Aubrey Mae  
Buchter, Alana Marie  
Busetta, Gianna Marie  
Camp, Madison Rose  
Casteel, Jaire  
Cifaldi, Madison  
Crane, Jackson  
Cushen, Ace Phillip  
Dotson, Natalie  
Fryer, Avery Carol  
Fusco-Cuneo, Gavin  
Guerra, Charlotte Rita  
Karbowski, Kaci Rose  
Knowlton, Matthew  
Kokorus, Alexander  
Mastriano, Mila Paige  
Melillo, Anderson  
Page, Cody Robert  
Reynolds, Kassidy  
Russo, Vada Lillian  
Salz, Hailey Marie  
Sampson, Giavanna  
Sandagata, Matteo  
Sciuto, Brooke Helen  
Seward, Abigail Julia  
Sherwood, Logan  
Sommo, Louis Michael  
Stadolnik, Peter John  

NBIS PERIOD III HONORS
Stavrides, Eva  
Taylor, Jeremiah Walsh  
Tracz, Bennett Reide  
Tracz, Parker Weldon  
Verzi, Mitchell Allan  
Vitale, Michael  
Yarnall, Travis Kellan  
Grade 6 Honors  
Barrett, Keegan Jace  
Calvo, Taylor Emma  
Canell, Grace Elizabeth  
Cerrone, Aviela Sandy  
Chamberlain, Asher  
Colafati, Xavier Michael  
Colangelo, Dominic  
Como, Elizabeth Rose  
D’Aria, Liliana  
Davis, Savannah Jane  
DeFrancesco, Farah  
Forgione, Gabriel  
Giannopoulos, Angelo  
Golebiewski, Lukas  
Jennings, Thomas  
Kavanaugh, Ryan Felix  
Konesky, Alexander   
Kundrath, Nathan  
MacKenzie, Everett  
Manning, Olive Grace  
Moalli, Giovanni  
Nicolelli, Nathaniel  
Pantano, Emma Manor  
Piche, Stella Viola  
Raza, Ahmed  
Somers, Grace Ann  
Swanson, Rowan  
Turcio, Amora Rose  
Ullerup, Matthew  
Vizueta, Anjali Samara  
Vongher, Walter  
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Let’s get together and have a fun night!
Join us for Subs & Bingo!

May 16, 2026

Start the evening off with a 
meatball or eggplant

 submarine sandwich (Spoolette),
salad and beverages. 

Then stay and join the gang with 
Sally’s Bingo.

Bring chips and blotters.

There will also be plenty of homemade desserts.

Only $15.00 per person. 
Evening starts at 6:00

North Haven Congregational Church.
To reserve your spot call

Joanne Tondalo at 203-464-0216

Week Long Celebration 
of our Patron Saint Anthony.

June 7 through June 13.
Saint Anthony Church
70 Washington Avenue

New Haven, CT. 

June 7, 12:00
Manicotti/Ziti Dinner. 

Antipasto, Manicotti or Ziti, Dessert!
$25 per person

Call Sandy at 203-710-6582

June  8, 9, 10, 6:00
Triduum of Prayer & Benediction

with Father Joseph Macneil

June 12, 6:00
                      Indoor Festival

Fried Dough Pizza
Porchetta or Sausage & Pepper subs.

Pick three items for only $15.00
and enjoy two hours of music 

with Paul Scungio

For tickets for Friday night, or more information, 
call Frank Mentone at 203-410-4254

Tickets must be purchased in advance by 6-10-26!
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Public Stargazing at Young’s Park
The Astronomical Society of New Haven is hosting a free stargazing 

event on Saturday May 23rd after 7pm at Young’s Park, 60 Blackstone Ave. 
in Branford. Admission and parking are free. All are welcome, including

children and grandparents. The telescopes will be pointed at the first quar-
ter moon, Jupiter and Venus. The constellations Leo, Hercules and many 
others can be seen. The summer triangle of bright stars will be pointed out. 
Learn how to find these objects when you get home. If you have a telescope, 
you can bring it.

 There will be additional stargazing events on June 13, October 17 and 
November 14.

Directions and cancellation due to weather (including clouds) will be 
posted to our website, www.asnh.org or call 866-808-ASNH.

The Astronomical Society of New Haven, Inc. is a non-profit, scientific 
and educational organization which fosters new and continuing interest in 
amateur astronomy.

Totoket Historical Society Quarry Tour 
June 24,2026

The Totoket Historical Society will host a bus tour of the Tilcon Quarry in 
North Branford on Wednesday, June 24 at 6:00 PM. Stone from this quarry 
has played a vital role in building infrastructure throughout Connecticut. 
This 90-minute guided tour includes the opportunity to ask questions and, 
weather permitting, walk the quarry floor.

Cost: $30 per person. Recommended for ages 10 and up. 
Reservations required (confirmed upon receipt of payment)

Mail checks (payable to Totoket Historical Society, Inc.) to: 909 Foxon 
Road, North Branford, CT 06471. ATTN: TILCON. Please include a phone 
number.

Arrival: North Branford Town Hall by 5:30 PM
Boarding: 5:45 PM (prompt departure)
For information and reservation: Call Lynn: 203-214-9172 or Jessica: 

203-895-6655
Proceeds support the preservation of historic buildings maintained by the 

Totoket Historical Society.

Join NBLCT on June 6, at 9:30 a.m. for the Grand Opening of our Beech 
Street Demonstration Forest and CT Trails Day Event. (Rain date June 7)

Meet at our new timber-framed kiosk for a short meeting, ribbon cutting, 
and forestry talk. 

There will be an easy walk on our newly created trails, which will include 
a scavenger hunt. 

Light refreshments will be served. Hope to see you there!  
The mission of the NBLCT is to acquire and maintain open space and 

to promote the conservation and enjoyment of land and natural resources 
within the Town of North Branford.  

For additional information, visit the NBLCT website at http://nblandtrust.
org or our Facebook page.

NBLCT Beech Street Grand Opening 
And Annual Meeting

Recycling News
---------------------------

Memorial Day is a trash holiday. Pickups will be delayed by 
one day.

==========
Hazwaste Central is opening Saturday May 30th 

Safe & Free Disposal of Residential Household Hazardous Waste
They take household batteries.

The Regional Water Authorities’ HazWaste Central will be open on 
Saturdays starting on May 30th through mid-October. They are closed on 
the weekends of Memorial Day, July 4th and Labor Day.
HazWaste Central helps area residents in member towns protect water 
quality by safely disposing of household wastes. Located at RWA at 90 
Sargent Drive in New Haven, HazWaste Central is open from 9 a.m. 
until noon on Saturdays only. Household hazardous waste comes from 
everyday products used in the home, garage, yard or garden. 

A visit to HazWaste Central is quick and easy. Participants never have to 
leave their cars, and the waste is off-loaded by professionals. Some of the 
household wastes that can be dropped off include aerosol cleaners and 
sprays, antifreeze, oil-based paint and pool chemicals.  We also list some 
of the accepted items on your blue trash information card.
Please visit https://www.rwater.com/about-us/in-the-community/
hazwaste-central for a complete list of what is accepted along with the 
online registration form. You can also call 203-401-2712 or email ask.
hazwaste@rwater.com.

==========
Plastic Wrap Reminder

Most bird seed, pet food and mulch bags are not made of the right plastic 
to be considered plastic film. And even if they are labeled as recyclable, 

they would need to be clean to go into the plastic film bin. Please put 
these items into the trash unless it has a recycle symbol on it and has 

been turned inside out and clean.
Black plastic plant pots and takeout containers are not recyclable. The 

machinery can’t detect the black plastic. Either try to return the plant pots 
to the place where you bought your plants or try to reuse them. I find the 

takeout containers have many uses around the house.

==========

Please Don’t Feed the Storm Drain
Is there a storm drain nearby your home that is covered with leaves? It 
may not be ‘your’ storm drain but please take a few minutes to rake the 

leaves off so the water can flow into it. 
Storm drains are designed to only carry rainfall runoff from our streets 
into our local waterways. Anything but water can contribute to water 

pollution and drainage issues. Pesticides from treated lawns and gardens 
can also end up in your drinking water, threatening water quality. 

Please clean the street of grass clippings. Blowing grass clippings onto 
the road is dangerous to drivers, motorcycles, bicyclists, harms local 

storm sewers and aquatic life.

Remember: Only Rain in the Drain!
==========

Can I recycle it?
Connecticut has a website to help with recycling questions: www.

recyclect.com.
They also have an app.

==========
The North Branford’s Solid/Hazardous Waste and 
Recycling Committee is looking for new members.

We are an advisory committee to the Town Manager. Our goal is to 
develop and implement environmentally sound solutions and best 

practices for solid waste disposal and recycling management on behalf of 
our town. We are always looking for people with fresh ideas to join us. 

Please call the Town Manager if you are interested.
For more information about recycling in North Branford you 

can check out North Branford’s Recycling Committee’s website: 
townofnorthbranfordct.com/government/boards-commissions/hazardous-

wasterecycling-committee.aspx
or our Facebook page: North Branford CT Hazardous Waste & Recycling 

Committee

Thank You for Your Participation
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N O R T H  B RA N F O R D
pARKS, RECREATION, AND SENIOR CENTER

stw community center • 1332 middletown ave northford
www.nbrecreation.com • call (203) 484-6017

f o l l o w  u s  o n  fa c e b o o k !   @ n b pa r ks a n d r e c r e at i o n  a n d  i n s ta g r a m !   @ n b pa r k . r e c.s e n i o r

BASKETBALL  CAMP

BERRY SWEET SOCIAL

Essex Lunch Train a
nd Riverboat
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      CLASSIFIED AD RATES
Personal, For Sale, Help Wanted, Tag Sale, and all  non-business classified
	 1 issue $9.00 2 issues $12.00 3 issues $15.00
	 20 words or less, not including phone #. $.05 per word, per run, 	

	 after 20 words
Lost and Found ...................................   FREE
Business Classified Ads & Real Estate
3 issues $35.00, 6 issues $60.00,  12 issues $100.00  
$.10 per word, per run, after 20 words
Payment MUST accompany all ads.  The advertiser must notify this 

newspaper of any errors.  
Send ad along with your check to:
Totoket Times P.O. Box 313 Northford, CT 06472
For more information call 203-410-4254

John DiMaggio Plumbing - Residential/Commercial repairs/remodeling. 
Big or small. Water Heater Specials! Licensed & Insured. 
Call 203 - 627 - 6826. References available.

PLUMBING

CLASSIFIED

ELECTRICIAN
TJC Electrical Services - No Job too small or big. Service upgrade & 
Generator Specials. Call Tom Cassella at 203-619-2823. Licensed & 
Insured.

CLASSIFIED

GENERAL   CONTRACTORS
 Home Improvements - Ceiling & wall repairs. Water damage repairs. 
Drywall - Doors - Trim - Windows -  Free Estimates. Insured. Call Bill 
at 203-901-2136.
Deck & Porch Work - Decks - Porches - Railings - Stairs - Columns - 
Concrete Piers - New or repairs. Wood or composite decking.  Insured. 
Call Bill at 203-901-2136.. 

HEATING & COOLING
Avallone Heating and Cooling. Heating & air conditioning repair, 

maintenance or installation. call 203-530-9324

Driver / Warehouse (North Branford) 
American Protective Products is looking for a reliable 
person for a split role: part-time driving (Boston/NY/
Philly runs) and part-time warehouse work.

•	 Home every night
•	 Some early mornings
•	 No CDL required
•	 Box Truck driving experience a plus
•	 We will train!

Great opportunity for steady work and a path to higher 
pay.at a growing local company.
 Please contact Tim@app-ppe.com
 

HELP WANTED
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