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GREAT
STRIDES

WHAT IS CYSTIC FIBROSIS?

In people with cystic fibrosis, a defective gene causes a thick buildup of mucus in
the lungs, pancreas and other organs. In the lungs, mucus clogs the airways and
traps bacteria, leading to infections, extensive lung damage, and respiratory failure.

WHAT IS GREAT STRIDES?

Great Strides is a fun event that provides a fantastic opportunity for family, friends,
students, and colleagues to come together to make a difference in the lives of

people with CF.

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

Scan the QR Code below to join our team at Great Strides and start your own
fundraising campaign or make a 100% tax deductible donation to help us support
the mission of the CFF.

JOIN
TEAM LANDON
AND HELP MAKE
CF STAND FOR CURE FOUND!

May 31, 2026
Madison Surf Club, Madison, CT
Check-in begins at 9:00 AM | Walk begins at 10:00 AM

CYSTIC FiBI
FOUNDATIC

i

Bring Your
Fapers in Shred
And support

a Great Cause!

Declutter your home and office!
Get rid of old documents!
Create more space!
Spark joy and less stress!
Safe, secure onsite shredding.

May 2, 2026
North Branford Town Hzll
909 Foxon Road, North Branford, CT
9am - 12pm
$10/banker’s box (13x17x10)
NMorthBranfordRotary@gmail.com

Please contact Jamie Abelsan
at 203-530-7616 with any gquesiions

L:
Please Donate Blood
In Memory of

Nicole Ferrucel

On the second anniversary of Nicole’s passing,
her family 1s again holding a blood drive i her memory. During her brave
fight against cancer, Nicole received many blood transfusions that helped
her along the way. In true Nicole fashion — always giving and thinking of
others — we feel there’s no better way to honor her than by helping others
in their time of need. We hope you’ll consider coming out to donate and
make a difference in her memory.

BLOOD DRIVE

STW Community Center
1332 Middletown Ave, Northford - Gym

Wednesday, May 6™
1:00 pm - 6:00 pm

For an appointment, please contact:
1-800-RED CROSS {1-800-733-2767}
or visit $ rassblood.org — code Nicale

American Red Cross
Presenting donors receive a $20 e gift card to a merchant of your choice!
redorossiHood.org | 1-BHAHREL CRUSS | 1-B00-/33-L16 7

OVE

outique spa

C L

"’ . I| 141 N. Main Street Branford, CT
|

:

# Book now

| Accepting New Clients
/ JENNA CHIRONNO

. AESTHETICIAN

HEADSPA SPECIALIST

https://www.coveheadspa.com

Publication Date Deadline

| April
15
11

May
June
25 June
9 July
23 July
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) ) Now That the Numbers
- y\ Areln...
{ L 44 Taxseason has a way of
. clarifying things.

If home value, equity, or
timing is on your mind,
I'm always happy to talk it

through.

‘ Call or text Kim Dawson
for your next move.

KIM DAWSON
203.481.4605

Kim@CoastalCTHomes.com
Real Broker CT, LLC I'EE!J

646 B50 2388 wAilitar W

PORTO

FUNERAL THHOMI

234 Foxon Road (RT. 820) | East Haven

203-467-3000

@ info@portofuneralhomes.net
S vww'. portofuneralhomes.net
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SERVING NEW HAVEN COUNTY SINCE 1931

Seare of the Art Dentistry
Emphasizing Cosmetics in 4
Therapeutic Environment -
Don't wait any longer.
Call for an appointment today

For extra copies of
the Totoket Times
or on the rare occai-
sons when we don’t
mail, you can visit our
neighborhood loca-
tions to pick one up.

S

hair{designs

NORTH "
BRANFORD Hair Care
TOWN HALL fOl‘ Men & Women'
PATCO -
NB BARBER ' v
SHOP 1 = <
ATWATER
LIBRARY
HAIR DESIGNS
POST OFFICE
NORTHFORD
EDWARD SMITH Hours of Operation
LI(])SI?S;AIISW Tuesday 1-5 PM
QUICK MART Wednesday - Friday 9AM - SPM
RECREATION Saturday 9AM - 3PM
CENTER 1717 Foxon Rd. (Rte 80) -
POST OFFICE North Branford (in The Keybank Plaza)
203-488-6959

COMMUNITY ANIMAL WELFARE DAY
HOOVES, PAWS & WINGS

FEATURING OUR LOCAL ANIMAL WELFARE ORGANIZATIONS
A DAY OF EDUCATION & ADOPTIONS]
RAFFLES - FOOD TRUCK - MERCHAMDISE

DATE: SATURDAY, MAY 9,2026
TIME: 10AM-Z:00PM
WHERE: 630 FOREST RD, NORTHFORD
FREE ADMISSION

FEATURING:

Mﬂfﬂﬂ Eeclh
Q‘Eﬁs-w.q TER N WEBS

=

>,

Adl The King's Horses
B Ll

Eguine MEsius

Flews Hawven
Cat Project. Imc

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

Law OFFICES OF MARK E. SALOMONE & MORELLI
HIGH TIDE COMMOMTIES MANAGEMENT
FUADHAMT WEALTH MAKACEMENT -  MILLINGTON ECUINE

Let us show you what our all female
state-of-the-art cosmetic dentistry
can do for you.

- Whitening - Smile Design
- Painless Gentle Dentistry
Come see us at our new location!
185 Maple Ave., North Haven, CT
Varsha Salani, D.M.D., LLC
203) 234-1901

The Law Office of

ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR
AT LAW

Vincent J. Mase Sr. LL.C

Vincent J. Mase, Sr. :

ATTORNEY AT LAW Connecticut
Sporting Arms, LLC
*

999 Foxon Road
Unit 10
North Branford, Ct
Tel: 203-484-4403
Fax 20.3-484-4404
E-MAIL:
Mase_attorney@sbcglobal.net

1179 Foxon . (K. $IK22)
Morth Branford, CT 06471
Amke Willhite, Cherer (203) 484-T474

New and Used Guns » Bought = Sobd » Traded

Sit & Stay
GPM

HOME SERVICES
QUALITY - HONESTY - INTEGRITY

Eesinentrar REAODELIMNG
ErroHENs - Bamimooms - Wispows - Doaars

$5.00 Off
$45. Service
One per Family
Expires 5-31-26

Dog Grooming, LLC

MARC GUERTIN
ATTORNEY AT LAW

WILLS & TRUSTS
S5ET PROTECTION
STATE PLANNING

A
E

(%) 203-500-0201

; i L3587 Middletown Ave. 4 () MARC @ ATTORNEYMARC.COM
(203) 410- Northford, Ct 06472 (¥) 222 RIMMON ROAD = NORTH HAVEN, CT 06473

Y261

Phone: 203-484-PAWS - (203-484-7297
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EDITORIAL 3

State Representative Vincent Candelora

Closing the Gaps on Earmark Accountability

I’m happy to report that the House of
Representatives recently took an impor-
tant step toward tackling a subject I've
written about in this space: tightening up
the process of awarding earmarks—Ileg-
islatively-directed funding often aside for
nonprofit and community organizations.

As you likely know, this topic exploded
into newspaper headlines and nightly tele-
vision reports when it was revealed that federal investigators were probing
the connection between a Hartford-based civic organization, a state agency,
a state senator, and his personal ties to funding recipients. The scrutiny was
compounded by debate over last year’s budget, which included funding
for a wide variety of community organizations with little to no vetting.

The focus has centered on the Blue Hills Civic Association, a Hartford-
based nonprofit that received more than $15 million in state funds in recent
years. A state audit released in early 2026 found serious problems with how
Blue Hills managed taxpayer money, including what auditors described
as a troubling pattern of financial mismanagement and a breakdown of
internal controls. That controversy deepened broader Republican concerns
about earmarks. House and Senate GOP leaders raised alarm, pointing to
several nonprofit recipients they said lacked any verifiable public presence
or track record of work.

Unable to ignore the furor, Governor Lamont joined my House Repub-
lican caucus in issuing proposals aimed at adding more transparency to
the earmark process. The House Speaker recognized the problem too and
agreed that a major gap needed to be addressed: tracking what happens to
state funding provided to one community organization that in turn passes
that money to smaller organizations.

The result is H.B. 5039, a bill that received unanimous bipartisan support.
It is not perfect. But it moves the needle in meaningful ways.

Among the most important elements are reforms targeting a gap that
has allowed earmark recipients to pass funds along to other organizations
without approval, transparency, or accountability. Under the bill, that
practice would require prior approval, and any organization receiving
passed-along funds would face the same transparency requirements as the
original recipient.

The legislation also requires the Office of Policy and Management—the
Governor’s budget office—to provide quarterly reports to the Appropria-
tions, Finance, and Government Oversight committees on disbursements
and plans for remaining funds. Earmark recipients must report annually on
how they used the money. That information would be posted to a publicly
accessible website. Funding recipients would also be required to disclose
key organizational details and certify that neither they nor any organization
they passed funds to has been convicted of or found civilly liable for fraud
in connection with a government contract.

These are common-sense, good-government measures that should have
been in place years ago. Every time Republicans asked questions about
unusual funding awards stuffed in the back of the budget with little to no
supporting information, nothing happened. It took a federal probe to spur
action. That is a problem in itself.

This bill is a step forward. There is more work to do.

Rep. Vincent Candelora

House Republican Leader

86th Assembly District

North Branford, Durham, East Haven, Guilford

4 This publication is published bi-weekly by )
Doss Enterprises LLC
PO Box 313 Northford, CT. 06472
Tel; 203-410-4254
email: totokettimes(@comcast.net
PUBLISHER - FRANK MENTONE JR.
founders - Bert Bunnell Jr. & Antthony Esposito Jr.

The publisher assumes no responsibility for typographical errors. In the event
of an error, the publisher will issue a credit adjustment on only the incorrect
\_ portion of the advertisement, as well as a retraction in the next issue. )

Italian Heritage - One of Future Generations

by Matthew Guarnieri

“Dad, my teacher said Christopher Columbus didn’t discover America and
he cut off people’s hands.” I’'m not the first Italian American to hear of false
accusations about Columbus that were shared with their children at school. We
know that beginning in the 1980’s, Howard Zinn, a member of Communist Par-
ty USA, promoted a history of hatred against the United States by character-
izing each key moment of Western Civilization in a negative light, beginning
with Christopher Columbus. From his pulpit at Boston University, Zinn became
a star of the academic world, twisting the teaching of American history and
cultivating generations of social justice warriors with a minimal understanding
of history. My child continued by saying, “Can you help me do research, so I
can show my teacher that she is wrong about Columbus?” That was music to
my ears, but as I tried to navigate to websites, including the New Jersey Heri-
tage Commission, the Christopher Columbus Project, and Official Christopher
Columbus, they were blocked on my child’s school issued Chromebook. As
I sighed, no longer in disbelief after many years addressing revisionism in
modern society, I decided to try the Howard Zinn Foundation’s website. Of
course, it wasn’t blocked! Would dad take care of this issue like I’ve done in
the past, or would I empower my child to research and address the issue inde-
pendently? This time, I chose the latter.

My child still is young and optimistic, determined to change the teacher’s opin-
ion by creating a slide presentation setting Columbus’s record straight. With
the websites blocked, and realizing the many historical accounts and books that
I own are far above my child’s reading level, I needed Plan B. Then I remem-
bered about Rafael Ortiz’s book: Christopher Columbus The Hero:: Defending
Columbus from Modern-Day Revisionism and Christopher Columbus: The
Hero picture book with illustrations by Kevin Cantrell. My child quickly found
the table of contents and flipped to the chapter titled, Discover, not “Discov-
erer,” and then to the chapter, The Cutting of Hands. After proclaiming, “This
is so cool, there is an answer for everything my teacher and friends said about
Columbus. I am going to take this and read it to them at lunch!” Here is what
was discovered on page 22. (Even though the following words were already
there and known by Rafael Ortiz, my child and I didn’t know the words were
there, so we discovered them.)

1. Columbus discovered and proved that one can sail safely and straight from
Spain (or Europe) to the other side. (Chapter 3)

2. Because of him, and him alone, it was later discovered that they were on
another continent, and not in Asia. (Chapter 3)

3. Columbus is the one who brought two different worlds back together, and
hundreds of years of lost communication. (Chapter 3)

4. He, and those who follow after him, discovered people and lands the Old
World did not know existed. (Chapter 3)

5. Columbus was the first European to explore the Caribbean, and probably
the first European to reach Central America, including Honduras, Nicaragua,
Costa Rica, Panama and Venezuela in South America. (Chapter 3)

6. So when revisionists quote, “they would cut an Indian’s hand and leave
them dangling by a shred of skin,” they are actually jumping timelines either
purposely, or just by ignorance. They are quoting events that took place years
after Columbus. (Chapter 19)

I discovered that Rafael Ortiz’s first book can be used as a User’s Manual
against revisionism. My child did report that the teacher was impressed by all
of Ortiz’s sources. Unlike Zinn! Maybe we didn’t change the teacher’s mind,
but at least we opened her eyes to another perspective. I thought this story is

worthy of sharing be-
cause it reminds me that
the preservation of Ital-
ian heritage is not only
our battle, but one of
future generations, one
person at a time. We
will succeed, and it all
starts in our own homes.

— )
Em,hueﬂm&-s :00 Wed 8:30 - 5:00
Thur 8:30 - 5:00 Fri, 8:30 - 5:00

Saturday 8:30 - 2:00
- WALK - INS ONLY -

OWNER- ROBERT VIGLIONE
1179 FOXON RD, NORTH BRANFORD | (203) 484-6789

4 Letters to the editor... )

This paper encourages all readers to voice their opinions and comments.
The Totoket Times is not responsible for erroneous information

or sta ments in letters to the editor. Letters should be as brief as possible.
' All letters must be signed. A telephone number should
be included and no personal attacks.

This paper reserves the right to edit all letters.
All letters should be addressed to :

The Editor

P.O. Box 313, Northford, CT 06472

J
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Family-style dinners are more than just sharing a meal—they create a warm, memorable experience
where friends and families gather, connect, and celebrate together.
For one set price, your Sunday Family Dinner begins with a relaxing Wine

Tasting from 12—1pm on our beautiful stone patio overlooking the vineyard.

From there, guests move into the main celebration with dinner, music, and dancing from 1-5pm.

We invite you to experience a Family Style Dinner at Magnanini Winery!

Bus Trip , Sunday, October 4, 2026.
Bus to Leave North Haven at 9:30 AM
Sons & Daughters of Italy Members $155
Non Members $165.

Includes bus transportation, wine tasting, dinner and entertainment
Price is subject to change if the Vineyard finds it necessary to adjust the price.

Non refundable $50. Deposit required upon booking.
Must book as soon as possible to hold the bus and spot.
For more information or to reserve your seat

Call SueAnn at 203-710-4186.

A
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Firat Couree | Antipasto

Assorted Antipasto | Homemade Salami, Capocollo,
Prosciotto Di Parma, Fontina Cheese, and Sweet Peperonata

Second Course | Pasta

Penne Bolognese | A classic [talian meat sauce made
with ground beef, crushed tomatoes, veggies, and seasonings

Third Course | Salad o
L

. ; g oy S

Caesar Salad | Crisp romaine lettuce tossed with our homemade caesar I AT & SO

dressing. Topped with shaved Parmigiano Reggiano and croutons. W S

Fourth Course | Main Course
Melt in your mouth, slow roasted pork belly
Chicken breast baked in a lemon cream sance

Baked Yukon gold potatoes in a rosemary garlic butter
Braised red cabbage made with local apples

Fifth Course | Dessert

Freshly baked homemade apple crisp with vanilla ice cream

+All Menus Are Subject To Change Based Om Seasonal Availsbility
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TEAMWORK CHALLENGE
CHAMPMON

CONMECTICLT

STATE
CHAMFIONSHIP

On to the World Tournament

The Olliebots and independent robotics team made up of local students, won the Vex IQ Robotics
State Championship, rising above 60 other teams from across Connecticut. Their win secured them
a place in the Vex Robotics World Championship in St. Louis Missouri, where they will compete
against top teams from over 50 countries around the globe. “It’s been a lot of work, but also a lot of
fun”, one of the teammates Cassidy shared . ”Winning State makes it exciting for us to see how we
do against teams from around the world.”

Although this is only their second year as a team, the Olliebots have quickly established them-
selves, as a standup group in connecticut Vex IQ robotics community. For team members Alex
Babu, Kayden Giacamaro, Cassidy Anderson, and Dan Candelora, the journey to this moment has
been months in the making. Their team includes a mix of both homeschool and traditional school
participants. This blend is helped to shape a dynamic team that is built on flexibility, communica-
tion and shared problem-solving. Beyond competition, the experiences helped the team members
developed valuable skills in engineering, coding, and problem-solving, as well as teamwork and
time management. These skills will extend beyond robotics and continue to benefit them in future
academic and career pursuits.

Throughout the season, Olliebots worked on developing their robot for success. heir early ideas
continue through a series of building testing and improving their design. Like many robotic teams,
they faced challenges along the way from mechanical issues to the program adjustments, but each
obstacle became an opportunity to learn and improve. Persistence in adaptability played a key role in
their success, which helped them earn the Teamwork and Skills award several times during the season.

This year‘s VEX IQ competition game, Mix and Match” requires teams to collaborate in matches
to score points by building stacks out of colored pins and beams, and then in different5 scoring zones
for each of the three colors. Points are awarded based on how the stacks are constructed, including
the number of pieces used, the combination of colors and then the placement on the field. The game
emphasizes, not only technical skills, but also teamwork, strategy and the ability to work effectively
with alliance partners during live matches.

The Connecticut State Championship brought together 60 of the top teams from across the state,
all competing for a spot in the World Championships. The level of competition was high with each
match requiring focus, quick thinking in strong coordination, the Olliebots performed well throughout
the entire event, demonstrating reliable robotic performance and strong teamwork with their alliance
partners. They came in first at the State Championship, match and earned the team Work Champion-
ship award, one of the most competitive awards of the VEX IQ. The award recognizes teams that
can consistently achieve high scores while working collaboratively with others, highlighting both
technical and excellent strong communication skills. For the Olliebots, the achievement reflects the
months of dedication preparation and commitment.

Now is they prepared for the world championship. They are focused on continuing to improve.
They are refining their robot design testing new strategies to compete against some of the best teams
from around the world. The VEX 1Q world competition is the largest robotic competition in the world
each year brings together, thousands of students, all sharing a passion for the robotic innovation.

For the Olliebots, qualifying for the World Championship represents not just a chance to com-
pete for a global title, but an opportunity to connect with peers, exchange ideas and experience the
excitement of international competition. As they get ready to take on the next challenge, they are
proud to represent Connecticut on the international stage showcasing the results of their hard work,
teamwork, and determination.
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Quilters Club

NORTH BRANFORD: Those who enjoy quilting are invited to meet at Atwater
Library, 1720 Foxon Road, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday, April 17 and 24 (and
every Friday). Newcomers welcome; bring your own materials. To register, go to
northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 203-315-6020.

Tots and Tunes

NORTHFORD: Young children ages 18 months and up and their siblings can enjoy
30 minutes of songs, stories and movement at Edward Smith Library, 3 Old Post
Road, from 10:30 to 11 a.m. Friday, April 17 and 24. Parent or guardian must attend.
Registration not required.

Movie Matinee, “Blue Moon”

NORTHFORD: Join us from 1 to 3:30 p.m., Friday, April 17, at Smith Library, 3
Old Post Road, for this month’s movie, “Blue Moon,” the 2025 biographical-drama.
“Tells the story of Lorenz Hart’s struggles with alcoholism and mental health as

he tries to save face during the opening of ‘Oklahoma!’” - IMDB. Starring Ethan
Hawke, Bobby Cannavale and Andrew Scott. Light refreshments served. Register at
northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 203-484-0469.

Saturday Dance Mode

NORTH BRANFORD: Get ready to dance, sing, and play instruments on Saturday,
April 18, from 10:30 to 11 a.m., in this family-oriented program at Atwater Library,
1720 Foxon Road. Recommended for ages 18 months and up. Siblings are welcome.
Registration not required.

Dance Mode
NORTH BRANFORD: Get ready to dance, sing, and play instruments on Monday,
April 20 and 27, from 10:30 to 11 a.m., in this family-oriented program at Atwater
Library, 1720 Foxon Road. Recommended for ages 18 months and up. Siblings are
welcome. Registration not required.

Monday Night Mah-Jongg
NORTHFORD: Those interested in playing Mah-Jongg are invited to the Smith
Library, 3 Old Post Rd., from 6 to 8 p.m., Monday, April 20 and 27 (and every
Monday night). Participants should bring their Mah Jongg sets. To register, go to
northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 203-484-0469.

Little Makers
NORTHFORD: Come to Smith Library, 3 Old Post Road, from 10:30 to 11 a.m. on
Tuesday, April 21, for a Little Makers session - a simple craft activity that we do
together. Today we will make a “Pete the Cat” craft. Recommended for ages 2-6.
Registration required; visit northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 203-484-0469.
Monthly Writing Group
NORTH BRANFORD: 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 21, at Atwater
Library, 1720 Foxon Road. The workshop is for beginning and unpublished writers,
but writers of all levels are encouraged to attend. Share your past and current writing,
ask and offer thoughts and criticisms, and enjoy discussions with fellow writers. To
register, visit northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 203-315-6020.

Bring Back the Fireflies
NORTH BRANFORD: Join us from 6:30 to 8 p.m., Tuesday, April 21, at Atwater
Library, 1720 Foxon Rd., to learn about the life cycle of fireflies, and the simple
things you can do in your own yard to increase their survival. Presented by Nancy
Tipping of the Xerces Society a non-profit working to protect invertebrates and their
habitats. To register, visit northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 203-315-6020.
Needle Arts
NORTH BRANFORD: Those who like to knit, crochet, embroider, quilt, etc.

are invited to Atwater Library, 1720 Foxon Rd., from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, April 22 and 29 (and every Wednesday). For more information, go to
northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 203-315-6020.

Afternoon Dance Mode
NORTH BRANFORD: Get ready to dance, sing, and play instruments on
Wednesday, April 22, from 4:30 to 5 p.m., in this family-oriented program at Atwater
Library, 1720 Foxon Road. Recommended for ages 18 months and up. Siblings are
welcome. Registration not required.

Bowties And Books
NORTH BRANFORD: Put on your most elegant bowties and fanciest tutus (or
whatever you find comfortable), and join us on Thursday, April 23 and 30, from
10:30 to 11 a.m., for songs, stories, and silliness at Atwater Library, 1720 Foxon
Road. Recommended for ages 6 months to 4 years with a parent or caregiver.
Registration not required.

Drop-In Tech Help
NORTHFORD: 2 to 5 p.m., Thursday, April 23 and 30, at Smith Library, 3 Old Post
Road. Free drop-in sessions of personal tech help. First come, first serve. Limited to
30 minutes each. Bring a device that you need help with. No registration required.
Library Lab: Lava Lamps
NORTHFORD: Come to Library Lab, Thursday, April 23, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., at
Smith Library, 3 Old Post Road, when we’ll transform our Community Room

into a science lab for kids. We will go over the scientific method and do a hands-

on science lab. This month we will learn about density and chemical reactions by
making our own lava lamps. Ages 6-12. Registration required; visit northbranford.
librarvcalendar.com or call 203-484-0469.
Afternoon Little Makers
NORTHFORD: Come to Smith Library, 3 Old Post Road, from 4:30 to 5 p.m. on
Monday, April 27, for a Little Makers session - a simple craft activity that we do
together. Recommended for ages 2-6. Registration required; visit northbranford.
librarycalendar.com or call 203-484-0469.

Drop-In Tech Help
NORTHFORD: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Wednesday, April 29, at Smith Library, 3 Old Post
Road. Free drop-in sessions of personal tech help. First come, first serve. Limited to
30 minutes each. Bring a device that you need help with. No registration required.
Scrapbooking Class
NORTHFORD: Bring your own projects or blank pages along with pictures and
supplies to Smith Library on Thursday, April 30, from 6:30 to 8 p.m.. We’ll provide
stickers as well as paper and decorative scrapbook scissors, to create different types
of cuts. Registration required; visit northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 203-
484-0469.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

St. Ambrose Parish — Roman Catholic Parish with two church buildings, St. Au-
gustine, located at 30 Caputo Rd. North Branford and St. Monica, located at 1321
Middletown Ave. Northford.The pastor is Rev. Robert L. Turner. All are welcome and
invited to join us for Mass! Summer Mass times include: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Friday and Saturday at 9:00 AM at St. Augustine. Weekend Masses are celebrated on
Saturday at 4:30 PM at St. Augustine (English Ordinary no incense used), Sunday at
9:00 AM at St. Monica (English Ordinary, no incense used) and on Sunday at 11:00 AM
at St. Augustine (Latin Ordinary with use of incense). The sacrament of Reconciliation
is offered a half hour before all Masses, excepting Sunday, and on Monday evenings
from 5-6 PM during Adoration. The parish office is located at St. Augustine Church
and is open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 9-1. You can access the
bulletin and staff emails at NBcatholics.org. If you are new to the area and looking
for a wonderful parish or homeschool co-op to join, please visit us or give us a call!

Northford Community Church. Church is located on Old Post Rd. (Corner of Rte
17 and Rte 22), PO Box 191 Northford. Phone (203)-484-0795, Fax (203)-484-9916.
Email: northfordecc@gmail.com. Office Hours: Tuesday 9am-1pm; Other days by ap-
pointment. John Vigneri, Pastor. Catherine Klouda, worship leader. Worship service
10am. Join us for coffee hour following worship. Holy Communion on the first Sunday
of each month. Like us on Facebook. Our website is www.northfordcommunity.church.

The North Branford Congregational Church, NACCC, 1680 Foxon Road, North

Branford CT. Join us for meaningful worship and Bible based teaching every Sunday
at 10 am. Sunday School for children during service. Communion on the first Sunday
of the month. We offer Bible study, choir, lunch bunch, 2™ Sunday brunch, charity
work, book club, praise team, men’s fellowship and more. To contact our church:
Office hours are Wednesday to Friday from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Phone: 203.488.8456,
email: nobdcong(@sbeglobal.net, website: www.northbranfordcongregational. org Come

Recycling News

Earth Day — Friday, April 17 at 5pm

For Earth Day, the NB Solid/Hazardous Waste & Recycling Committee
will be having an event at Wall Field on April 17" during Little League

opening day.

There will be tables, displays, handouts and we will be available to
answer your recycling questions. Stop by to see what our committee
does for the North Branford community.

We would like to invite any organizations/businesses/hobbyists in
town that can offer information about protecting our environment,
conservation or recycling to be part of our Earth Day event. For more
information or to reserve a table, you can email us at NBEarthday@

gmail.com or call Bill Savastano at 203-484-2784. There is no rain date

for this event.

On Earth Day, we encourage everyone to do a little to help mother
nature. Do a cleanup around your neighborhood. Clean up a hiking trail
on your next hike. Teach others not to litter. Learn how to recycle one
new thing this week.

The Electronics Waste Drop-off will be on Saturday April 18%

grow in faith with us!

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, the White Church on the Hill in the Heart of
Northford, has been an integral part of Northford since 1763! Worship services are
held Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Refreshments and fellowship always follow. Please join
us - we’d love to get to know you! All are always welcome!! The church is also open to
all in the community for individual prayer, Tuesdays from noon to 2 p.m. St. Andrew’s
supports many community programs, and contributes regularly to the North Branford
Scholarship Program; North Branford Social Services (NBSS) Thanksgiving Basket
Share and Christmas gift and food basket share programs; NBSS Back-To-School
Backpacks; clothing donations (donation shed located at the back of the church park-
ing lot); and more. A number of fundraising events are held throughout the year to
help us help our neighbors, such as an Annual Rhubarb Fest, summertime Ice Cream
Socials, and the annual Harvest Supper. Please join us for the events, and help us help
our neighbors! Additionally, the church’s Parish Hall is available for rent for birthday
parties, showers, receptions, etc. The Rev. Bryan Spinks is St. Andrew’s priest; Nan
Monde is Sr. Warden. For more information please contact Nan at 203-710-7005

Zion Episcopal Church, 326 Notch Hill Road, North Branford. While we are in
transition, we continue to hold services of Morning Prayer following Rite 2 in the Book
of Common Prayer, and do have services of Holy Eucharist when we are fortunate to
get a supply priest. At this time, we have a single service at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday morn-
ing. Refreshments and fellowship to follow service in the parish hall. Please visit our
Facebook page or our website zionepiscopalchurch.org. Zion is an open and affirming
congregation for those seeking a safe place to worship and grow in Christ. 203-488-7395
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St Anthony's Society S
0 \IGHT OF PRIZES

Friday, April 24, 2026
100 pm.
§t. Anthonys Parish Center
70 Washington Ave., New Haven, CT

Tickets 510.00 pip
DOOR PRIZES WILL BE DRAWN

B

Public Works 290 Forest Road — 9am — noon

Take2Recycling is collecting electronics including TVs, computers,

small appliances and almost anything that has a plug. We cannot accept

smoke detectors, A/C’s or dehumidifiers.
We will also be taking mattresses and box springs (clean and

dry), most propane tanks and used clean oil for free.
Please bring your clean mattresses and box springs instead of leaving
them for bulk pickup. Mattresses take up a lot of space in the waste
stream. If you aren’t able to bring the mattress yourself, please find a
friend to help you out.

ByeBye Mattress collects the mattresses from us and can recycle up to
75% of a used mattress’ components. By bringing us your mattress you
are diverting them from the waste stream and creating recycling jobs.
For more information, please visit https://byebyemattress.com/why-

recycle/
There is now NO FEE for propane tanks 20 1bs. and smaller. Also, we

can now take helium, butane and other gas cylinders 20 Ibs. and smaller

for free.

The Leaf Drop-oft is open Saturdays 9-3 for 2 more weeks.
The drop-off is located around the field to the left of the police station.
Be aware that it is Spring and it may be muddy. The leaf drop off will
be open on April 18" and 25%.
There will be curbside pickup of leaves in untaped biodegradable paper
bags the week of April 27" to May 8™,

Bulky Waste will be the week of April 20% — 24t on your

normal trash day.

For tickets call Anna Simeone at 203-7 10-500;'1_

Bulky Waste includes rugs and tree branches (no thicker than 4”) if
less than 4’ long and tied into bundles. Also included are couches,
mattresses, wooden furniture and most items that won’t fit in your tote.
These large items are only taken during bulky waste which is twice a
year. For a complete list, see your 2026 blue Recycling/Trash card.
Bulky Waste will NOT take:

Electronics including TVs and computers, construction waste, grass
clippings, tires, hazardous materials or scrap vehicle parts. It is also not
meant for total home cleanouts.

The next Bulky Waste will be in November.

The North Branford’s Solid/Hazardous Waste and Recycling
Committee is looking for new members.

We are an advisory committee to the Town Manager. Our goal is to
develop and implement environmentally sound solutions and best
practices for solid waste disposal and recycling management on behalf
of our town. We are always looking for people with fresh ideas to
join us. Please call the Town Manager if you are interested.For more
information about recycling in North Branford you can check out North
Branford’s Recycling Committee’s website: townofnorthbranfordct.
com/government/boards-commissions/hazardous-wasterecycling-
committee.aspx or our Facebook page: North Branford CT Hazardous
Waste & Recycling Committee

Thank You for Your Participation
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ALL WEEKS ARE CURRENTLY ON A WAITLIST

Please make sure to compete registration so when
more seats become available your child will be on
the list to be moved over.

TENNIS/ATINORTHEORD PARK® @

Join us for 5-week Introduction to Tennis program at Northford
Park! Lessons will be offered with Guilford Racquet Club Pros
once a week for 45 minutes and included age appropriate skills
and drills! Lessons include a Racquet!

Meet our Instructor: Austin is a certified USPTA tennis teaching
professional and worked at Fairfield County Tennis and Milford

Indoor Tennis before landing in Guilford and North Branford.
He played high school tennis at Brookfield High School and
college tennis at Western Connecticut State University,
where his teams made the playoffs every year. When he’s not
teaching tennis he can be found playing tennis, as he belongs

to several USTA league teams. S

INTRO TO TENNIS
per session

Ages 11-14 - 5:00-5:45pm - April 22 - June 10
Ages 5-10 - 6:00-6:45pm - April 22 - June 10
Saturday,
° May 16th

11:00am-

7 1:00pm
T p U GK Quiet Time 12:p30-1:00pm

Come touch, climb, explore and
experience the excitement of many
interesting and unique vehicles!

FREE ADMISSION
STW Community Center Parking Lot

SATURDAY, MAY 9, 2026

STW GYM/CAFE

9:00 - 2:00PM $65 RES/S70 NR

AGES 12 - 15
Please register by 4/27
Girls & Boys Welcome! Ideal class for current and future sitters.

This training gives you the knowledqe, skills, and confidence to
care for infants and school-aged children. This course
addresses safety issues, preventing injuries and illnesses, and
basic childcare. Students learn by doing and will be required to
demonstrate the skills to be certitied by the American Pediatric
Association. (Bring a lunch)

Instructor: Ambulance Co. #4

NORTH BRANFORD

PARKS, RECREATION, AND SENIOR CENTER
STWW COMMUNITY CENTER « 1332 MIDDLETOWN AVE NORTHFORD

WWW.NBRECREATION.COM < CALL (203) 484-6017
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK! @NBPARKSANDREGREATION AND INSTAGRAM! @NBPARK.REC.SENIOR

Breakfast will be

served in the
cafeteria. Please
pre-register for meals
at least one day prior,

10:30AM
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OLDE MISTICK VILLAGE!

April 22nd- Shopping and lunch at
Olde Mistick Village

Departs: 10:00am Returns 4:30pm Register by 4/13
Trip cost $5 & Lunch costs on your own
Take a ride on the Senior Center bus
to enjoy shopping and get some
lunch on your own at the -
Olde Mistick Village!

GENOA PHARMACY
INFORMATIONAL SEMINAR

April 29 - 12:30 - 2:00pm
Join us for an informative session about Genoa pharmacy, now
serving our community! Come meet pharmacy technician,
Reagan, and learn will about their services,
including prescription filling and convenient e n @ 0
home delivery options!Please register by 4/28 healthcaree

MOHEGAN SUN BUS TRIP

Monday, April 20 - 8:00am - 4:00pm
20 res / $25 nr
If you are meeting at the STW Community Center,
we will be leaving at 8:00 a.m. Departs Mohegan at
2:30pm. Please register by 4/17

LEGACY THEATRE

September 17, 2026
Departs 11:00am Approx. Return 5:00pm

Join us at Key Diner (pay on
your own) Then off to this
classic comedy of the untidy
apartment of divorced Oscar
Madison, enter Felix Ungar,
who is a "neat freak’!

Please register by 7/31
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CLASSIFIED AD RATES

Personal, For Sale, Help Wanted, Tag Sale, and all non-business classified
1 issue $9.00 2 issues $12.00 3 issues $15.00
20 words or less, not including phone #. $.05 per word, per run,
after 20 words

Lost and Found .........cccceevvvevevernnnee. FREE

Business Classified Ads & Real Estate

3 issues $35.00, 6 issues $60.00, 12 issues $100.00

$.10 per word, per run, after 20 words

Payment MUST accompany all ads. The advertiser must notify this

newspaper of any errors.

Send ad along with your check to:

Totoket Times P.O. Box 313 Northford, CT 06472

For more information call 203-410-4254

ELECTRICIAN

TJC Electrical Services - No Job too small or big. Service upgrade &
Generator Specials. Call Tom Cassella at 203-619-2823. Licensed &
Insured.

PLUMBING

John DiMaggio Plumbing - Residential/Commercial repairs/remodeling.
Big or small. Water Heater Specials! Licensed & Insured.
Call 203 - 627 - 6826. References available.

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

Home Improvements - Ceiling & wall repairs. Water damage repairs.
Drywall - Doors - Trim - Windows - Winter Rates. Free Estimates.
Insured. Call Bill at 203-901-2136.

Deck & Porch Work - Decks - Porches - Railings - Stairs - Columns
- Concrete Piers - New or repairs. Wood or composite decking. Winter
rates. Insured. Call Bill at 203-901-2136..

HEATING & COOLING

Avallone Heating and Cooling. Heating & air conditioning repair,
maintenance or installation. call 203-530-9324

8:00 am to 2:00 pm

Guilford Fairgrounds NO EARLY BIRDS!
111 Lovers Lane Will Be Held Indoors

Guilford Contact Patty for information
about when & where to drop ot
donations. 203-0658-0361

Saiurday, Amrll 25, 2026
8:90 am 1a 2-06 pm

Hems CANMNOT be brought to the shelter
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Keenail Funeral Home

330 Motch Hill Rd
rMorth Branford, ©F o471

Fvery life is unique.

Fvery goodbye, special.
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L US: WeC seenanFu

Scan below to visit
our website!!
"Keenan Funeral Home was truly o ing and very
attentive to all of our needs. Th eenan, for
being there in our most painful time.”

"I truly connot say enough how grateful my foamily
ond I ore to Keenan for their e ional servi
the moment we met to ]
actunl s

ice, they we
pressures, our limit
wos soid outright,

"Reantiful ond peaeeful spocee, seafT mos very kind oo
sympathetic... Their Kindness will not be forgotten.”

Glass Danee Studio

Stained Glass Artisans

1999 Foxon Road, North Branford
glassdancestudio.com
Bo0-614-4816

Connecticut Sportsplex-
NOW HIRING

Must be 16 vears-old (18 yvears or older preterred)

Must be able to work weekends
Some weeknights available
Please call 203-484-4383

b

stop by and fill out an application

Call 484-4383 or visit www.ctsportsplex.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION




